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FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

1

s I sit listening to
a wonderful re-
cording of our
concert of the Vespers of
1610 by Claudio Monte-
\ verdi, I am filled with a
| sense of real pride and
great good fortune. The
Grand River Chorus is a
fabulous choir- around sev-
enty singers, served by a board of directors
who share my vision to bring great music to
Brantford and the surrounding area and who
work diligently to achieve that goal.

Monteverdi wrote his Vespers four hundred
years ago, probably in an effort to get a pa-
pal scholarship for his son, and the work was
not performed until Monteverdi arrived at St
Mark’s in Venice in 1613. It may have been
performed occasionally during his lifetime,
but was then more or less forgotten until the
resurgence of interest in Early Music which
took place in the 1950s. The overall work 1s
huge. Undertaking such a performance is
colossal in scope, requiring a tremendous
amount of work behind the scenes. There is
the hiring of soloists and orchestral players
(in this case, those who play unusual early
instruments). There is the booking of an ap-
propriate venue and moving in the risers
along with seventy chairs, setting them up
and taking them down more than once.
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There is the editing of music (Monteverd:
didn’t designate specific instruments for any given
part), choosing a portative organ and renting
it, setting up the music stands and ensuring
that there are enough lights for the stands.
A programme must be made, which includes
the running order, the programme notes,
and advertising that others have sold to help
pay for it all. People must be found to sell
and take tickets, hand out programmes, give
flowers to the soloists at the end of the show,
and countless other small but important
things which make the effort seem easy to
the audience. Then, most importantly, the
singers must learn the music, practising to-
gether to shape the phrases and sing with
excitement, accuracy and understanding.

The thing that I enjoy most about working
with the Grand River Chorus is that the indi-
vidual members work hard to do their very
best in whatever ambitious project is put in
front of them. The Monteverdi Vespers pro-
ject was one of the most extraordinary things
that we have ever tackled. I doubt that it has
ever before been performed here, and I am
thrilled to hear the results. It was not a per-
fect performance — live music never is — yet
the overall effect was celestial and somewhat
overwhelming. The choir sang with articula-
tion and energy, and created a wonderful

atmosphere of beauty and grace.
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
There are many exciting performances com-
ing up for the Grand River Chorus. In De-
cember we have three performances; Decem-
ber 8", two shows with Canadian tenor John
McDermott at the Sanderson Centre, Decem-
ber 12" at the River Run Centre in Guelph,
where we perform as guests of the Guelph
Symphony Orchestra, and our Singalong Mes-
siah performance at Heritage United Church

on Sunday December 19", where you get to and 1or lending ks W of the

be a member of the chorus for an evening. Kier Chorus ;gj;;:i/;ieﬁ ./Vmﬁm”” parts the éi;///fd
You won’t want to miss our March 27" concert | 750 extony t&De/’/d/e/Me/g/MS adenties Thanks was
of Brahms’s Requiem coupled with his 170 the Boary afﬂ/fgﬁofgwf’ Wi has Stepped dony
Liebeslieder Waltzes. That will be a splendid Nembers of the Grang P/‘V?/’ Chorus

concert at St Pius Roman Catholic Church. 9 Directores WAHIh inclye OIS instaled 4 JU State

: . : : e Litieqy
We finish our season this year with a terrific 7 Neuman,

concert of music which will include the Missa
Gaia by Paul Winter, Paul Halley and Jim
Scott.

Conducting the Grand River Chorus, and
working with all of the people who make
things happen is a privilege, and I consider
myself fortunate to work with the people in
this organization. Allow me to take this op-
portunity to say thank you to all those
who make this such a wonderful job.
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Richard Cunningham, Artistic Director

The Grand River Chorus



FROM THE PRESIDENT

t is hard to believe that two months

have already gone by since our Annual

General Meeting. The Grand River
Chorus had a successful first concert — the
Monteverdi Vespers — on October 30. We are
now preparing for a very busy Christmas Sea-
son.

Now in its twelfth season the Chorus has
grown both in numbers and in its musical abil-
ity. With growth, there are always challenges.
One of the challenges has been to find the vol-
unteers to do the work required to keep our
growing organization on track.

We have been fortunate that there have always
been willing volunteers from within the Cho-
rus, to raise the money and do the many tasks
required to promote the Chorus and the Con-
certs in the community.

As a Board, we must ensure that we do not
burn out our volunteers.

To this end, we have applied for a grant to
assist us with funding a part time administra-
tor to help with some of the many tasks
needed to ensure our Chorus is successful.
This does not mean that we will not continue
to need volunteers. We definitely will! To en-
sure continued success for the Chorus, we will
need both. There are many tasks involved in
ensuring that the Chorus continues to be well
organized and that concerts run smoothly, not
just with the music but with the many details
in the front and back of the house.

I want to thank all those volunteers who helped
in preparation for the first concert. In particu-
lar, I would like to thank Monica Admiral, our
new vice-president, who stood in for me for
most of the month of October when I was un-
able to work on Chorus tasks.

So a big salute to all the volunteers — choristers
and others — who have worked hard over the
past eleven years to ensure that the grand cho-
ral tradition of this community has continued.
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President
The Grand River Chorus
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OUR BUSINESS/CORPORATE SPONSORS

Gary Dumbleton

Heritage United Church (music iibrary)
Maidstone Bakeries

Millard Rouse & Rosebrugh LLP
Newhouse Graphics

Riverview Terrace

S.C. Johnson - Community Team
Takacs Studios

The Brantford Expositor
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Brant Performing Arts Group

he first ever joint season launch of the

Brant Performing Arts Group, held on

Sunday, September 12, 2010 in Har-
mony Square in downtown Brantford, was a
grand opportunity for performing arts groups
to strut their stuff. Eleven organizations par-
ticipated, with information tables, perform-
ances and even a trivia competition sponsored
by Theatre Brantford. Stage Manager and MC
was George Sanford.

All of the eleven groups encouraged the com-
munity to attend
and support their
concerts and per-
formances for the
2010 — 2011 Season.
Participating mem-
bers included: Brant
Belle-a-Dears, Brant
Men of Song, Brant-
ford Symphony Or-
chestra, the Brant-
ford Music Club,

CN ho knew there were so many media person-
SX/ alities in Brantford and Brant County¢

We are off to a big start this
year, with great response to advertising
done for the Monteverdi Vespers! Ad-
vertisements were seen in the Expositor,
the Brant Connection and the Simcoe Re-
former; heard on CKPC 92.1 and Easy
101.3; listed in event calendars with radio
and tourism online event boards; listed in
the Wholenotes Magazine. Richard Cun-
ningham and Laureen Maurizio appeared on a live
TV interview on Rogers ‘Inside Brant’ show on Mon-
day October 25" and the Grand River Chorus was fea-
tured in an article in the Entertainment section of the

Brantford Opera Guild, Brant Taletellers,
Grand River Chorus, ICHTHYS Theatre, Ki-
wanis Music Festival, Telephone City Musical
Society and Theatre Brantford.

As a first-time venture, it was a successful
working together of different arts groups, to
help promote the arts cooperatively in our
community. The group has decided to con-
tinue working together, seeking new opportu-
nities to work together to promote our per-
formances throughout the year in the Brant-
ford area.

The Brant Performing Arts Group was
formed following a one day workshop for
performing arts groups in November, 2009.
That workshop was sponsored by the Grand
River Chorus, with funding from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation.

Expositor Newspaper on Thursday October 28", While

« making arrangements for this advertising campaign, we

have solidified corporate “in-kind” sponsorships with
The Expositor and the two radio stations, thereby dou-
bling our advertising dollars with them!
Thank you to all choir members who took time to dis-
tribute posters and sell tickets! All of this, and open
doors, resulted in a wonderful audience who appreci-
ated the effort taken to present our concert at St. Basil’s
Church.
My goal this year is to broaden awareness of the Grand
River Chorus and the fact that we bring beautiful music
to people who may not ordinarily be af-
forded the opportunity to experience it.
Music is, after all, an experiential outlet of
creativity that is not just about the choir,
but is participatory in nature. A great deal
of the music we present has a spell-
binding, healing and joyful nature which
we share with our audiences.
Next up: A massive presentation of Han-
del’s Messiah Sing-a-long! Join me in chal-
lenging other church and community choirs to sing
with us December 19



he Grand River Chorus is pleased to announce our

Eleventh Annual Grand Féte du Vin and Auction to

be held on Saturday, February 26, 2011 at the Best

Western Brant Park Inn in Brantford (403 & Grelzky
Parkway). We are especially excited that our featured wines for
tasting will be from Calamus Estate Winery from the Jordan
wine-making region of Ontario.
“Working with the enthusiastic, creative and hard-working
choristers and supporters of the Chorus as well as the gener-
ous representatives of Calamus, I am looking forward to yet
another fine evening of fun and fundraising” enthuses Susan Howe, newly
installed chair of the Grand Féte du Vin organizing committee. She emphasizes
that the monies raised each year through this marvelous event are essential to
funding the ongoing work of this fine musical ensemble. “Each year the standards
we achieve musically are higher as our membership increases and Artistic Director
Richard Cunningham continues to challenge us” observes Susan.
Plan to join us on February 26™ as we explore quality Ontario wines, feast from a
superb buffet table, enjoy music performed by Chorus members as well as our mu-
sical guests Corner Pocket and, of course, indulge in a friendly bidding war for in-
triguing auction items. Doors open at 5 PM. for viewing of auc-
tion items; wine tasting will be at 6; the buftet will follow at

7:30. Tickets are available at $65 per person by calling
519-750-0817.

Grand Féte du Vin
2011

February 26

-

Hest Western Brant Park Inn



Life Goes On

Remaining 2010-2011 Concerts

ast year

the 2. Handel’s Messiah - Singalong

Grand IS{ur{day ]Sepe(rlngﬁr lith, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.
. eritage United Church,

Rlver Chorus 360 Colborne Street, Brantford

toured par’[s Of Soloists: Soprano - Heather Plewes, Countertenor — Richard Cun-

ningham,

EUl’Ope, and Tenor — Christopher Edwards, and Bass — John van Maanen.
part Of the SUCCess Of that endea\/or was 3;Zfih;:;;njs Classic is one which every person who loves to sing
the behind-the-scenes efforts of several Even if you prefer to listen and not take part, it is always great fun.

We have a
Of our members. They Worked hard at special guest coming to conduct the Hallelujah Chorus. Don’t you
raising money via community events, want {0 find out

who that will be?

bulb sales, dinner raffles and the like.

This fall, they remain a loose confedera- 3 Brahms: Ein Deutsches
Requiem

tion of members, both choristers and Sunday March 27, 2011, 3:00
non-choristers, still willing to do their p.m. _

- P St Pius Roman Catholic Church,
part to help our choir raise extra funds. 9 Waverly Street, Brantford

This group includes Jim & Joy Dunning, i‘l’(‘fgﬁ;tgggr_a}l;é;eglgjrfgf“m’

Alex & Joyce Morris, Pat Eyzenga and Brahms wanted to compose a
Jane Duncan, and they hope to add to e, 1 aimed

their numbers this season. Along with @ e minds of the people lefi here on

earth. Thus, his German Requiem

Cheese & Pasta sale (going on at the doesn't
time of publication), other plans include  “reek o thefires ofhell, but

- ] rather “How lovely are your T2 012011
Gourmet Dinner raffles and pub nights. dwellings air, 0 Lord - i
.. . . ts.” -
The Fund Raising committee is a new o tosts
one, which began as an ad hoc group 4. Songs for Springtime - including the Missa Gaia
p fot) 1
for our last season only, and may con- 2. Sattoay fune 4th, 2011, 7-30 pin.
i 101 St James United Church,
tinue to grow anq be;ome an off1c1ql 203 et Sty S R
part of our organization. Anyone wish- b. Sunday June 5th, 2011, 3:00 p.m.
ing to help the Grand River Chorus in > Wanetly St Bramord

this way is welcome to contact _]Oy Dun- Canadian composer Paul Halley has been to Brantford to perform
with the Grand

nlng 51 0- 758’ 183 5 , ] che MOTI’IS 5 19- River Chorus. His setting of Seven Songs for Springtime and his
_ Missa Gaia, co-written
759-4358. with Paul Winter, will form the centerpiece of this collage of music of
all styles.
We shall celebrate the arrival of spring with music which will lift
your spirits.

For Iinformation or tickets call 519 759-7885



or the last ten years the choir

has been fortunate to store its

music in the basement of
Riverview Terrace, Brantford, a local
retirement home. The owners and staff
of Riverview Terrace have been gener-
ous and hospitable in providing space
free of charge for our ever ex-
panding library of music. Last
year during discussions about
our strategic plan, we decided
to seek another location pref-
erably on the ground level
and with a similar
arrangement for
easy access.
After a brief
search we approached
the Minister and Board of Heritage
United Church. We were able to secure
a room at ground level within easy
reach of Colborne Street and we were
allowed to convert the room into our

new library facility. We installed new
shelving and begged and borrowed a
few filing cabinets from friends and
members of the chorus. On October 18
three burly movers arrived at River-
view. In a little over three hours they
took the music from the basement at
Riverview (no easy task) and trans-
ferred it to Heritage.

The chorus would like to thank the
owners and staff at Riverview Terrace
for their generous and
willing assistance
during our ten years
of occupancy. We
would also like to
thank David Dean for
organizing the move,
the Minister and members at Heritage
for their wonderfully warm welcome.
And finally, a tip of the hat must go to
Cara Blackwood, our librarian, whose
organizational skills and patient chid-
ing ensure that the library functions
consistently at a very high level.




Mailing Address:

Suite 201, 245 King George Rd.

Brantford, ON
N3R 7N7

Donor Organizations

Assumption College School
Brant Cultural Network
(City of Brantford)

Brant Naval Veterans Association
Brantford Community Foundation
Samuel W. Stedman Foundation

A

We're on the Web:

www.grandriverchorus.com

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL

= Children & H. S. Students with ID

. Available

Seniors/PS Students..........cccoeeuuee....

CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO

: In Brantford: The Bookworm, 331 Brant Ave.

+ (in the Library)

West

. For information or tickets call 519 759-7885

In Paris: Green Heron Books, 47 Grand River St. N.
In Simcoe: H-N Information Centre, 46 Colborne St. S. 1

In Hamilton: The Westdale Bookworm, 852 King St.

Grand River Chorus
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President, Elfrieda Neumann
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Richard Cunningham, Artistic Director
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